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                                                           Raymond H. Hackman

                                                                                                                     HIRT Coordinator

April 2, 2010
RE: Chemical Assisted Suicides

Dear Chief,
On March 17, 2010, the Hazmat Team was requested to assist the local Police and Fire Departments with a “chemical assisted” suicide. The chemical suicides have become a new trend across the country. I am providing you some information so that you can keep your responders safe.

In this particular incident, the subject placed signs on his vehicle as a warning to responders. This may not always be the case. If your agency comes across a vehicle with an unconscious subject inside, the Hazmat Team suggests the following:

· Do not be rush to open the door.

· Are there any unusual odors around the vehicle?
· Are there any notes or signs visible on the vehicle?
· Use binoculars to read these signs or notes.
· If there are no odors attempt to knock on the windows or use some other means to arouse the victim.
· Look through windows inside the vehicle. Do you see any open containers that may contain a liquid or solid?
· Emergency decontamination should be established prior to approaching a suspicious vehicle.

· Emergency personnel approaching the vehicle should be equipped with air monitors that are capable of detecting a variety of hazardous chemical vapors. 

· These incidents may also occur in structures or other closed spaces. 
If you see signs indicating the presence of a toxic gas OR if you see suspicious containers of liquid or solid materials in the car, it is highly suggested that you contact the Hazmat Team. The Hazmat Team can assist with risk assessment, air monitoring, chemical classification & identification, and decontamination. The Hazmat Team has two duty officers on-call 24 hours a day. If you need any assistance for a suspected chemical suicide or for any other incidents, you can contact the Hazmat Team through the County Communications Center. 
If you have any questions on proper protocols for these incidents or if you would like further information, please call my office. I can be reached at 215-340-8700. 
Sincerely,

Raymond H. Hackman
Raymond H. Hackman

Coordinator

Bucks County Hazardous Incident Response Team
